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Standard for Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass 

Destruction Incidents 

  

Awareness Level Personnel.  (29 CFR 1910.120: First Responder at the Awareness Level) 

Personnel who, in the course of their normal duties, could encounter an emergency 

involving hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and who are expected 

to recognize the presence of the hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD), 

protect themselves, call for trained personnel, and secure the scene. 
 

Operations Level Responders.  Persons who respond to hazardous materials/weapons of 

mass destruction (WMD) incidents for the purpose of implementing or supporting actions 

to protect nearby persons, the environment, or property from the effects of the release. 
 

Mission-Specific Competencies.  The knowledge, skills, and judgment needed by 

operations level responders who have completed the operations level competencies and 

who are designated by the authority having jurisdiction to perform mission-specific tasks, 

such as decontamination, victim/hostage rescue and recovery, evidence preservation, and 

sampling. 
 

Hazardous Materials Technician.  Person who responds to hazardous 

materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents using a risk-based response 

process by which they analyze a problem involving hazardous materials/weapons of mass 

destruction (WMD), select applicable decontamination procedures, and control a release 

using specialized protective clothing and control equipment. 
 


