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Miami-Dade Fire Rescue   1974-2008  
• Paramedic-Firefighter, Driver-Engineer: Engine, Aerial & Tanker 
• Air Rescue Flight-Medic, Air-deployable Scuba Diver 
• Homestead  Motor-Sports Certified,     
• USAR Fl TF-1     (Multiple Missions:   National & Overseas) 
• Tech Info Specialist/ Planning Team/ RHIB-Operator  
   

Cancer Survivor,      
• Prostate Cancer    2008 
• Da Vinci Robotic Procedure 

 

Firefighter Cancer Support Network  
• Florida State Director  2009 
• Vice President, Eastern Regional U.S.   2012 
• Educational Director   2012  
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Provide Fire/EMS members and their families an 
opportunity to receive assistance and mentoring when 
dealing with cancer.  

Offer comfort, strength and hope through our own 
personal experiences in dealing with the devastating 
effects of cancer.  

Educate Fire/EMS members regarding the IMPORTANCE 
of ANNUAL PHYSICALS  AND  CANCER SCREENINGS for 
EARLY DETECTION AND TREATMENT of CANCER ISSUES! 



 
 2003  LA County FF Mike Dubron    

diagnosed with stage 4 colo-rectal 
Cancer 
 

 2004 - Firefighter Cancer Support 
Network   (FCSN)   501 (C)(3) nonprofit 
corporation 

 
 All members involved are volunteers 
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 Mentor Program 
◦ 1,800 survivors and mentors identified 
◦ 83+ different types/forms of cancer  
 

 Tool box program 
◦ Approximately 100 were sent out in 2012 

 

 Educational Program 
◦ Extremely important 

 

 Establishing Relationships 
◦ Cancer Research Centers 

NIOSH, NIH 
◦  National Fire Service Associations 
◦  National Cancer Organizations 

  
 

 

 



 
International Association of Fire Fighters 
International Association of Fire Chiefs 
The National Volunteer Fire Council 
IFSTA 
NIOSH 
Firefighter Close Calls 
Fire Service Media 
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www.FCSN.net 



 Cancer -   
 310% ahead of Non-FF’s  

 
 Neoplasms –  

 281% ahead of Non-FF’s  
 

 Top cancer concerns are: 
Head/Neck, prostate, testis, thyroid, 
melanomas, skin cancers and 
“unspecified” cancers.  

2/13/2013 



CANCER is the TOP cost driver, accounting for 
14% of all costs   (vs. 12% for Peer/norm) 

 

   8% increase in cancer prevalence YOY 
and above norms 

 
   8 of the top 27 High Cost, (>$50K), Claimants  
    were cancer: 

 1) Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma     $ 992,915 
 4) Colon Cancer                         $ 458,540 
 9) Multiple Myeloma                   $ 197,966 
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371 of 756  
MDFR retirees 

insured with UHC  
were diagnosed  

with a cancer issue  
in 2011 alone! 

 

 
That’s 49%  

of our  
retired members! 

 
 



As of 1/1/2013 
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240  Deaths with Known Causes 

Cancer     85
Cardiac    39
Self-inflicted   19
MVA   18
Dementia   9

36%
16%

8%
8% 4%



Causes of Death

Cancers          47
Cardiac           10
Self-Inflicted  13
Unknowns        9
CVA                  5
Dementia          5
MVA                  5

43%
9%

12%

8%
5% 5%

5%
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Causes

Cancer     13
Cardiac     15/ 10
MVA     13 / 2
Self-Inflicted  10
Drowning     4/ 1

17%

14%

14%

11%
4%
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Top 5 Causes

Cancers            34
Cardiac               7
Self-Inflicted       6
MVAs                  1
CVAs                   1

61%13%
11%

2%
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 1300  Active and Retired members 
 

  688 Members diagnosed with Cancer 
 

52%  
of their members have some 

type of cancer issue! 



 Cardiac:    214 Total deaths,  
     141  before  age 55 

    168  before  age 60 
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Cancer:     556 Total deaths,  
      191  before  age 55  
       279  before  age 60 
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www.FirefighterCancerSupport.org    

 
(866) 994-FCSN (3276) 

 

Keith E Tyson 
Eastern Regional Vice President 

National Educational Director 
Florida State Director 

KTyson@FCSN.net 
www.FCSN.net/Florida 

(786) 351-3276   (FL1-FCSN) 
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